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Synopsis

Maria  is  looking for  her  old  pen pal  in  Poland.  20
years ago she promised Janek to bring him chocolates
from  Germany.  Her  husband  Christoph  joins  her
reluctantly in her trip. While trying to find Janek’s city
they meet young  Agnieszka, who should show them
the way to the village.  First  the couple exploits the
young  Pole  to  carry  on  their  conflicts  within  their
marriage. But soon it turns out that each of the three
palters with the others in the dark.
Nostalgia for old dreams is Maria’s motive. She wants
to confront herself with her youth to find out who she
is today. But it won’t be Janek who shows Maria her
current live.

The movie

„You are what you have“ – nowadays we define
ourselves more on what we can see than on what
we really  feel.  Even a marriage  is  deemed  to be
good when material safe - no matter what is really
going on in the relationship. Nevertheless desires,
expectations and dreams, something intimate and
hidden can’t be understood from the outside. Yet
just those hidden things reveal who we are.  

Polska Roadmovie tells about how much people are
willing to sacrifice for the confrontation with their
unfulfilled  dreams.  On  their  way  through  Poland
Maria first looses all her possessions and then even
risks the stability of her marriage, just to face up to
her dreams of the past.
At first sight Polska Roadmovie shows just a simple
triangular  relationship,  but similar  to  Maria,  who,
step by step, finds out about the meaning of her
dreams, the film slowly reveals, layer by layer, the
depth of its story. 
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Director's note

„How  often  do  you  get  the  chance  to  precisely
compare your dreams of the past with what you have
today? Most of the time we avoid this confrontation
because it reflects your so far life.
Who is this woman, Maria, who, the more she gets
cornered,  the  more  fanatic  is  striving  for  the  goal?
Even when she already has lost  everything she had
with her on this journey – including her marriage –
she  wants  to  realise  this  seemingly  unimportant
dream of  her  youth,  to  meet  Janek.  When will  the
hidden  conflicts  of  that  relationship  break  through
and what might be the catalyzer that Maria gets her
current live shown?

Those  were  the  important  questions  for  me  while
working  on  Polska  Roadmovie.  Because  those  are
honest questions and fears, which tell a lot about us.
The  answers  to  them  are  unfortunately  often  too
banal.  Nowadays openly  shown “pseudo”-emotions
count  more  then  the  real  ones.   But  an  honest
confrontation  with  the  hidden  wishes  is  always
combined  with  big  expectations  and  also  with
prejudice,  which  only  can  be  seen  after  close
observation. Just on this account it was important to
me  to  show  Polska  Roadmovie in  a  way  that  the
importance  of  those  questions  gets  understandable
for the viewers first bit by bit.

From the beginning on I  was aiming for a dynamic
way to work with the camera, to respond quickly to
the actors and at the same time to be that close to
them that I was able to catch that short true moment
in their eyes even in small rooms. Just as the journey
to an unknown country, to Poland, was connected to
expectations  and prejudice  for  Maria  and Christoph
and as that brings the film onto another level again, I
wanted to create this experience through the working
process as well. We were filming in a chronological
order,  almost  in  a  documentary  style  with  a  small
team in places of my home country. Only through that
it  was  possible  that  this  fast  and above  all  honest
dynamic  appeared,  which  helps  to  fascinate  the
viewer and raises the issue more and more. 

The fundamental  scene for  me is when they play
hide and seek in the woods. Here all dreams and
goals of all three characters come to the fore. Like a
ball of wool the different ways of Maria, Christoph
and Agnieszka  get  enlaced  before  they  move  on
separately. You can see that not only Maria follows
her old aspirations. Christoph too becomes a child
in that game. Like a little boy he tries to flirt with
the attractive Agnieszka. And she too follows her
own goals.

For me the strongest moments of a film are mostly
when the narration stops and the film surrenders to
the  moment.  The  viewer  suddenly  becomes  a
witness to a deeper plain truth for a moment. In the
woods not only the narration dissolves but also the
camera leaves the characters for the first time and
is surprisingly free: it spins round, looses the central
characters  out  of  focus  and  catches  them again.
The moment is like a mirror in the story. While the
beginning is relatively easy and harmless, you know
from this point on that the end of the relationship is
going to be tragic. Although arriving with a lot of
possessions  in  Poland they  will  leave  the country
with “nothing”. Wanting to search for the dreams
of her youth together with Christoph, Maria might
move on alone in her future.

Polska  Roadmovie  is  a  film which  fast  rhythm is
driven by Maria. But at the essential moment the
film stops for an instant and lets us know the little
truth  about  the  importance  of  the  confrontation
with our hidden dreams.” 

Bartosz Grudziecki 
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Geno Lechner started her career
at  the  theatre.  She  played  in  the
debut  performance  of  „Taking
Sides“  in  London  directed  by
Harold Pinter and stood on stage in
Paris  with  Michel  Bouquet  and
Claude  Brasseur  for  a  year.  Since
1990 she is mostly filming for the
big screen. Among other films she
was seen in “Schindler`s Liste”, in
“Immortal  Beloved”  of  Bernhard
Rose and in Hal Hartley’s “Flirt”. In
1997  she  won  the  price  for  best

actress in Argentina for „Gesche’s Gift“. In 2003 she played „Charlotte“ in a film of Ulrike von Ribbeck, which
was shown in Berlin and Cannes. In 2004 she starred in „En Garde” of Ayse Pollat and in the New Yorker
productions „Love“ of Vladan Nicolic and „Going Under “ of Eric Werthman.

Uwe  Preuss is  mainly  seen  on
stage:  Up till  now, among others,
for example at the Staatsschauspiel
Dresden,  Berliner  Ensemble,
Schaubühne  am  Lehniner  Platz
Berlin, Schauspiel Leipzig and many
more.
Besides  the  theater  he  is  also
appearing in selected feature films.
In  2006  he  played  the  main
character, the father, in „Firn“. The
film was shown in Cannes in 2006.

Anna  Ilczuk is  an  ambitious
upcoming  actress  from  Breslau  /
Poland. Besides an employment at
the  most  important  theatre  in
Breslau  she  is  also  active  as  a
theatre director herself in the group
„Ad Spektatores“. For her diploma
in 2004 she received the price for
best  actress  from  the  Polish
minister for culture.  She made her
on screen debut in „Molly's Way“.
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Bartosz Grudziecki, director

Bartosz Grudziecki was born in Breslau / Poland in 1982.  He
emigrated to Germany with his parents when he was five years
old.  Together  with  painting  and  architecture  (several
publications  in  the  most  important  Polish  architecture
magazines)  leads  his  way  towards  film.  From  2003  on  he
studies directing at the “Hochschule für Fernsehen und Film
München”. In 2005 he was a jurymember at the “International
Film and TV Schools Festival Mediaschool“ in ód . In 2008 heŁ ź
participated in the 6th Berlinale Talent Campus.

2004
2004
2005
2005
2007

Filmography - selection

„Der Weg ist das Ziel” dok, miniDV
„Bracia” short, 16mm
„Spare Tire Tango” short, miniDV
„Abschied” short, DigiBeta
„11 Scen“ experimental, miniDV

Stevo Arendt, camera

Stevo Arendt was born in Munich in 1980. Through painting he
first  discovered photography and later  on film.  After  several
internships at various film productions he started to study at
Ludwigsburger Filmakademie, division camera, in 2003. From
2005-2006 he was an exchange student for one year at the
famous national film academy PWSTTViF  in ód .Ł ź

2004
2004
2005
2005
2005
2006

Filmography - selection

„Bracia” short, 16mm
„Total Control“ MusicClip, Beta SP
„The Beast” animation, HD
„Fernweh” short, 16mm
„Leise Fluchten” dok, 16mm
„Borys” short, 35mm

Walker + Worm Film

Walker + Worm Film was founded in 2005 by Tobias Walker
and Philipp Worm in Munich. After numerous short films and
documentaries at the academy for television and film Munich
the first long film projects for the year 2008 are in preparation.

2004
2007
2007
2007

Filmography - selection

„Natürliche Auslese” short, 16mm
„Polska Roadmovie“ short, 16mm
„Der fliegende Mönch” short, 16mm
„Alias” dok, HD

Film Festivals

Premiere of “Polska Roadmovie” in October 2007 in Kyiv
*Cristian Nemescu Best Director Award* NexT Bucharest 2008
*Best student film* 5 Amsterdam Shorts! IFF
*special mention* FIDEC Huy (Festival International des Ecoles de Cinema)

37 Kyiv IFF Molodist
37 IFF Rotterdam
22 Washington DC International Film Festival
14 Bradford International Film Festival
2008 NexT Bucharest (created in memoriam of director Cristian Nemescu)
FIDEC Huy (Festival International des Ecoles de Cinema)
28 VGIK Moscow
5 Amsterdam Shorts! IFF
European OFF Film Awards 2008 Warsaw - best actress nomination
Munich international Festival of Film schools 2007
2008 Signes de Nuit Paris
2008 Florence Sonar IFF
15 Mediaschool Lodz / 9 Landshuter Kurzfilmfestival
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